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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

this listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 • (Curently Amended) A method for protecting an item of content, comprising: 

monitoring a plurality of file sharing networks to identify at least a first file sharing 

network having said item of content; 

Ufing at least fim and second reference files associated with said item of content, said 

first ana second reference files each Inning a different format; 

creating aplnndity of decoy files, inclnding afirat »t of decoy, files crea^feomaaid-,. . 

feat reference file, and a second aet of decoy file* ere** torn and second reference file, each of 



MidjtetWgffitent; and 

■ •• "" '■ •' - '•• ■ •■»-•: ?•. • • 

diasemlnating said decoy files to said first file sharing network 

2. (OriUal) ^^^irm^c.i^^i^^^^ 

-* 10 »W««»-'<-**«aWffl.%taN A wherein arid diaseminanng 

nclndea canning said donation agent* fe disseminate add deooy filea to said fire, fife 



further 
sharing network. 



3. (0*al)Theme^^ ; 
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a plurality of query agents to register with said at least first file sharing network, and 
whereui said monitoring further includes causing said i 
least fiijst file sharing network. 



query agents to submit queries to said at 



4. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

identifying a network syntax associated with said at least fi«t file sharing network; 
identifying a connectivity requirement associated with said at least first file sharing network; and 
causing a plurality of agents to register wi* said at least first file sharing network using said 
network syntax and said connectivity requirement. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, fuMier c^rismgY" 10 '^^Sm^^i^^ 

analyzing said first file sharing network to identify an effect of said disseminating. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein said analyzing further comprises: 
compafginformationaboutsaidfirstfi^^ 

disseminating additional decoy filesto said nrst file sha^ng network if said comparing indicates 
lhat said first file sharing network requires additional decoy files. 



a.: lijr 



7. (Original) The method of claim 6, further comprising: : K 

idjustmgsaide^^^ ^ _ 

8. (Original) The method of data 5, wherein said analyzing 



model; 



further comprises: 



paring fctaata about aid tot file sharing „«„„* „ , e)cpected behavjor 

based on said 



ieneratmgathird set of decoy files having different characteristics selected 
comparing; and 

!.' j mechc "! of claim 5 wL-t'ei:: S ;::i*:' • 



WJ.. x further c.itiinnV.«: 
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disseminating decoy files from said third set to said first file sharing network. 
9. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
causing 1 a plurality of agents to register as users of said first file sharing network. 



10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said creating said reference fl 
comprises: 



files further 



identifying a format associated with said first file sharing network; and 
wherein at least one of said first and second reference files are created in said format 



associated with said first file sharing nefeork. 



r L nr. 



comprises: - .. - c; ._. a .. J . ., . . 

of content, wherein said first and second reference files 

formats. 



are created based on said identified file 



12. (Oiginal) The method of claim !, wherein said creating said reference files further 

comprises:. m: . i , a , !;nu( ^ ; , ^.^ ... , ; • ^ ^ ^ ^ 

identifying a plurality of alternative file formats 
of content; and 



i associated with a media type of said item 



a different one of said plur^fyWatteteffleft^^ reference Hie, ■ , ,- 



• :iv. 



. s'i'k.i.!. 
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13. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said creating said reference files further 
comprises creating said reference files from a digital master copy of said item of content. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said monitoring former comprises: 

identifying the number of said files on said first file sharing network. 

15. (O'^Thememodo^^ 

detecting at least one of an expected file ^to^to^t^^^*- 
file name, a meta-descriptor, and a supplemental descriptor. 



16. (Original) The method of claim l^w^ ^dide^^ 



comprises: 



said detecting, 



" " 0! •=>«"» <*. '-•>. *U cr«8.;., s ud rdtreao* »i!, 4 w ,, 



second 



17. (oUial) The method of claim 14, wherein the number of decoy 



files in said first and 

*ets is based on the number of said SrfSaS^ network 

Kl Said i.iios u.'. J^t,-.aicsu.. 1 i.,-n t hv.,i,:. 



18. (Of^gmal) The me&od of claim 14, wherein the number of decoy files 



second 



in said first and 



selected to be sufficient to degrade performance of.said first file sharing network, 

19. (Origmai) TneS 

,|meryinge^ofsaidpU^ 
matching any of said first and second reference files. 



■ : ;i -iwhod or' in 14,' w k . .... j ,., . 
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The method of claim 19, wherein each query is performed by an agent registered 
in at least one of said plurality of file sharing networks. 



21- (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said embedded injgtn^ 



atlgast 



comprise s 



an?PUhMh^f i l |j ff it ll l m - l mirt,i n -nn i H^n,i l . | , ,- n f .I . hciii ni u . rui u.„ 



^ n ri rin e s n.h n fm uj , M U lli Ufiul dt nHT1 <f ,„ n 1 , i , , u „ „ j ^ 



22. TW method of Oato 2 1M M^B^^SL^ ^ 

an enthV raeatmg said decoy, wherein said identifier ia aeleeted from the , 



digital 



watermark; a digital fingerprint; a hash; and a digital signature. 



(group consisting of; a 



..(«The^^ 

conaatagoftamo ^onofon.orn^porfion.o^ffl^.^,,^^ 
file; and a modulation ofaaampltog rate of the file. ' ** '"** 



ions of the 



24. (Ojiginal, rt,^ of el*m ., wherdn said ft* «, „ f daooyfilea inctade. a. leas, a firs, 

decoy fjie in said second subset 

: ' ^ ~ u;jjul ri -^pH«t; a h, :h; and a uigiu.l ^nature, ,/ 
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25. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said disseminating further comprises: 

providing said first and second pluralities of decoy files to at least a first agent registered 
to parti :ipate in said first file sharing network; and 

causing said agent to make said decoy files available to other users of said first file 
sharing network. 



26. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

providing said first and second pluralities of decoy files to at least a first agent registered 
to participate in said first file sharing network; ' '■'-»*_:,.-,• i2 
providing said agent with dissemination instructions; and 

causing said agent to make said decoy "files available to other users of said first file ^ 
sharing network pursuant to said dissemination instructions;^ :G - - - - . 

• ■ *te±J ~^.d plur.;:,. r .of ..^y flfc. «. *f U ^ ft ,,. a( 

27. <°rigM) Th^^^ 
atimeofdisseminationjanumberpf decoys to disseminate; and at ie^st a first network 



one of; 
variably 



28. (Oigtart) I*,*** tf*ta i, wteda^o^ mdpWifrof deoo, ffle, further 
oompriU asaociating each of 8 .id decoy aieawith a validating eharaeteristie. 

30. (CArrendv An,^ A ^.fo, fo^J m ^ of cohtenvebmpriiing: - ~.« ■ 
ea^tog « leaat a fe, agen. ,„ ^ aa . user of a file sharing network 



.1. It. 
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receiving data from said first agent identifying an unauthorized copy of said item of 
said unauthorized copy having a format; 

Eting a reference file based on said item of content in said format; 
tifying a plurality of defects; 

an ^Itere, fj r „ ^ „ f ^ m nf ^ m „ , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

pluralitl of defects; and 

casing srid tat agsn, to diasemiMt, said pte<aty of ^ £ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
network. 



rw . -:..^n. |{ 311.1 . 



■aO U Jt. 



i;v«i« sai j xtrst agau i^utiMny ar.uiuuihonzed copy ofs^ui 



v. fi ... 



-M.:r rag a J^i:.-..'!" 



• k "'° y flk ' s 4 * id tile, each oi .aide,,.,,, ft; ,.. haviag 



K, a-.. 
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